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"UNRAVELING LIFE" 
Misty V anMeter 
Sponsor: Beth Simon 
Department ofEnglish and Linguistics 
Indiana University-Purdue University Fort Wayne 
In the 2000 spring semester, I took a creative nonfiction class (ENG W405) in which I produced 
an essay entitled "Unraveling Life." In this essay, I explored what I learned as I worked as a 
subcontractor to rehab government housing. Writing this essay for me was an exploration of 
myself as well as a means of coming to an understanding ofhow individual lives could turn out 
so differently when on the surface they could appear to be so alike . 
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